Resources

Types and the effect of change




example, large amounts
eeded to make steel. In the United
: s, western Pennsylvania has valuable coal
deposus For this reason, Pittsburgh became the
center of the U.S. steel industry. Similarly, Saudi Arabia has large oil reserves. For that reaso
oil companies have invested in drilling and recovering crude oil in Saudi Arabia.

Renewable Non-renewable

Natural

.

A e
A steel mill in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvama

Resources

Water Oil
Solar Coal
Air Metals

Soil Minerals



Human

Resources

Japanese workers on a Toyota

production line.

Population

resources, | ‘populati !
educated and provides a large supply
skilled labor. Because of its advan
technology and skilled workers, it has
become a center of manufacturing. Elec-
tronics manufacturers, like Sony, and
automobile manufacturers, like Toyota
and Honda, are located in Japan.

Human Resources



owing sugar cane. In those days, most
sugar cane was grown by enslaved work-
ers from Africa. Because it was expensive

to ship raw sugar cane, which is heavy and bulky, plantation owners built refineries on
these islands to process the sugar cane and turn it into sugar. Another example is South-
east Asia. Because of its warm, tropical climate, it became a center for growing and

processing rubber.

Climate

Harvesting sugar cane in Cuba.




Infrastructure

Infrastructure 1S an essential ingredient for

economic growth. The available infrastruc- d
ture makes it possible for different productive

resources to come together. It also makes it
possible for producers to bring their finished
goods to consumers. It reduces a company’s
costs of production, provides access to modern
technology, and reduces workers’ time spent
on non-productive activities. The existence of
infrastructure is a critical factor in the location
of farms. manufacturing plants, offices, and
other economic activities. For example, if a
s electric power, telephone com-
ad tracks, or paved roads, it
f manufacturing.

location lack
munications, railro
cannot become a center o

ey

Electricity is a vital part of the infrastructure that
many economic activities require.




Changesin

Resources

overy of resources, such as precious miner
vity. During the California gold rush, mi ;

ra Nevada Mountains almost overnight. After the gold ran out, these towns
denly deserted and their activities were abandoned.

ANGES IN INFRASTRUCTURE
es in infrastructure also affect the location of economic activities. The construction

of new canals, railroad lines, or paved roadways make it possible for producers to obtain
resources less expensively or to reach new markets. This can attract new activities.




For example, the completion of

~ in the Midwest to ship their 2 ‘the
! 1"Huéson Rwer to New YOl'k o ty
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Changes in

Resources
(cont'd)

P
railroad lines after the Civil War linked the Western United

ible for ranchers m Texas to drive their cattle across the
ed th -‘eattle to stockyards and..

Similarly, the completion of :
i tates the East. It became poss
i = railroad lines in Kansas. | ca
in Chicago. From there, bgefc'
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Give an example of loss of infrastructure and how it might affect the economy.




